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HOLLAND East Lindsey

DISTRICT COUNCIL DISTRICT COUNCIL

REPORT TO: Planning Committee

DATE: 08 May 2025

SUBJECT: Woodhall Spa 2024 (215.29) Tree Preservation Order
PURPOSE: To seek confirmation of a Tree Preservation Order
KEY DECISION: N/A

PORTFOLIO HOLDER: Councillor Tom Ashton

REPORT OF: Colin Horton

REPORT AUTHOR: Arboricultural Officer

WARD(S) AFFECTED: Woodhall Spa

EXEMPT REPORT? No

SUMMARY

This report asks members to consider whether a temporary Tree Preservation Order, made to
protect one Beech tree in Woodhall Spa Conservation Area, should be confirmed (made
permanent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Woodhall Spa 2024 (215.29) Tree Preservation Order be confirmed without
modification.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

It is expedient and in the interests of amenity to protect the tree from removal or harmful work.




OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

The committee may decide the tree is not suitable for protection, in which case the decision not
to confirm the TPO would be recorded and interested parties notified.

BACKGROUND

1 Atemporary Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was made on 17 Dec 24 under delegated powers.

2 The TPO is an Individual Order, protecting one Beech tree. Appendix A shows the tree (Image
2), and a map (Image 1) with the tree identified as T1 within the black circle, in the grounds of
Fairmead Court, adjacent to Stanhope Avenue, and within Woodhall Spa Conservation Area.

3 Thetree is a broadleaf species, mature in age, and in good health and structural condition.

4 ltis publicly visible from adjacent roads and public spaces, and forms an attractive feature both
in the immediate area and wider landscape within this part of Woodhall Spa.

5 Trees are a key characteristic of the landscape in Woodhall Spa, creating an attractive sylvan
character with substantial public amenity value. Their loss would have an adverse impact on
the local landscape, skyline and street scene.

6 For trees protected by virtue of being in a Conservation Area we require notification of the
intention to carry out work to a tree. Though helpful, we can’t require a reason for the work.
Notification starts a 6 week period for the council to decide whether to further protect the tree
with a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). We can’t extend the time period, and if we don't make a
TPO within 6 weeks then the work can proceed as described. Only by making a TPO can we
refuse, approve, approve lesser work and add conditions to any approval.

REPORT

7 On 22 Oct 24 we received notification of the intention to reduce the Beech tree’s size — both its
height and crown diameter.

8 No reason for tree work is required in a Conservation Area notification, but the applicant noted
this was to provide clearance to an adjacent garage and allow more light through to the garden
area.

9 On 14 Nov 24 the council’s Tree Officer visited the site to assess the tree and consider whether
to make a TPO to further protect it. In doing so we must assess whether it is expedient and in
the interests of amenity.

10 Expediency - It was expedient because a reduction to the size of the tree would have caused
significant harm to the visual amenity of the locality, and to the health and structural condition
of the tree - Beech as a species has a low resistance to disease and decay, especially when
subjected to large pruning wounds as proposed in this case. Lesser work was possible to both
clear the garage and increase light levels.



11 Amenity - To assess amenity, particularly the visual impact on the local environment and its
enjoyment by the public, we use The Helliwell System. This scores trees out of 10, with a score
of 3 currently needed to consider a tree or group of trees suitable for protection.

12 The tree scored 7 out of 10, indicating it was very suitable for protection, and a TPO was made
on 17 Dec 24.

13 No letters of objection to the Order were received.

14 The applicant was advised of lesser work which would be acceptable, and this was
subsequently carried out.

CONCLUSION

There are no obvious reasons not to protect the tree, so it is recommended the TPO be confirmed
without modification.



IMPLICATIONS

SOUTH AND EAST LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL’S PARTNERSHIP

None

CORPORATE PRIORITIES

None

STAFFING

None

CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

None

DATA PROTECTION

None

FINANCIAL

None

RISK MANAGEMENT

None

STAKEHOLDER / CONSULTATION / TIMESCALES

When the TPO was made, the landowner, neighbouring landowners, the ward member and other
interested stakeholders were advised. No responses were received.

REPUTATION

None

CONTRACTS

None



CRIME AND DISORDER

None

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY/ HUMAN RIGHTS/ SAFEGUARDING

None

HEALTH AND WELL BEING

None

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

None

ACRONYMS

None

APPENDICES

Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: -

APPENDIX A Images: Woodhall Spa 2023 (215.29) Tree Preservation
Order

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Background papers used in the production of this report are listed below: -

Document title Where the document can be viewed

Planning Practice Guidance - Tree Online - www.gov.uk
Preservation Orders and trees in
conservation areas

Visual Amenity Valuation of Trees and Arboricultural Association
Woodlands — The Helliwell System

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Online - www.legislation.gov.uk

Town and Country Planning (Tree Online - www.legislation.gov.uk
Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT




A report on this item has not been previously considered by a Council body.

REPORT APPROVAL

Report author: Colin Horton, Arboricultural Officer
Colin.Horton@e-lindsey.gov.uk
01507 613533

Signed off by: Jo Parker
Planning Enforcement Manager




Images for Planning Committee Report

Woodhall Spa 2023 (215.27) Tree Preservation Order

Image 1 - TPO Plan showing Tree 1 (T1)
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Tree Preservation Order ref: 215.29
Land at Fairmead Court, Stanhope Avenue,
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East Lindsey District Council
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Image 2 - Beech Tree 1




