
 

 
 

REPORT TO: Planning Committee 

DATE: 08 May 2025 

SUBJECT: 

 

PURPOSE:  

Wellingtonia (T1), Land of Station Road, Sibsey TPO of 2007 

 

To consider whether to approve an application to remove a tree 
protected by a Tree Preservation Order. 

KEY DECISION: N/A 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER: Councillor Tom Ashton 

REPORT OF: 

REPORT AUTHOR: 

Colin Horton 

Arboricultural Officer 

WARD(S) AFFECTED: Sibsey & Stickney 

EXEMPT REPORT? No 

 

SUMMARY 

This report asks members to consider whether to approve an application to remove a tree 
protected by a Tree Preservation Order.  The tree is a mature Wellingtonia on land adjacent the 
Bowling Green, Station Road, Sibsey and is causing subsidence damage to the neighbouring 
dwelling. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the application be approved. 

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

The technical evidence shows that on the balance of probabilities the tree is the cause of the 
subsidence damage, and another nearby Wellingtonia will remain as a landscape feature. 

 

 



OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

The committee may decide the tree has sufficient merit and should not be removed, in which 
case the application will be refused and interested parties notified.  The applicants have stated 
that if refused they will seek compensation of around £11,000 from the Council for additional 
repair costs to the dwelling. 

 

BACKGROUND 

1 An application was made on 21 Nov 24 to remove the Wellingtonia tree.  The tree is a conifer 
species, mature in age, and identified as T1 in the Land of Station Road, Sibsey TPO of 2007. 
 

2 The TPO is an Individual Order, protecting 8 trees of various species, including 2 Wellingtonia.  
Appendix A shows the tree (Image2), and a map (Image 1) with the tree identified as T1, in the 
grounds of land to the west of the Bowling Green 

 
3 It is publicly visible from adjacent roads and public spaces, and forms an attractive feature both 

in the immediate area and wider landscape within this part of Sibsey. 
 

4 Trees are a key characteristic of the landscape, creating an attractive sylvan character with 
substantial public amenity value.  Their loss would have an adverse impact on the local 
landscape, skyline and street scene. 
 

5 This Council’s written permission is required before work can be carried out to a tree protected 
by a TPO.  When applying for that permission and applicant must state the reason for the tree 
work and where the tree is implicated in subsidence damage, written diagnostic evidence to 
show that the tree is, on the balance of probabilities, the cause of the damage.  In response to 
an application we can refuse, approve, approve lesser work and add conditions to any 
approval. 
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6 The applicant, and insurance company acting on behalf of the affected dwelling, submitted 

several technical reports which show the following: 
• tree roots of the Wellingtonia below the building foundations;  
• shrinkable clay soils; 
• seasonal movement of the ground consistent with vegetation extracting water; 
• stepped cracking toward the tree; 
• downward movement of the building near the tree; 
• no other possible causes of the subsidence. 

 
7 The technical reports provide sufficient evidence to show that on the balance of probabilities 

the tree is the cause of the subsidence damage. 
 

8 The Parish Council were consulted on the application.  They object to the tree’s removal and 
feel the trees protected by the TPO are very important and are an historic landmark for the 
village.  There was also a belief the Wellingtonia trees were planted by Sir Joseph Banks the 
famous Botanist and explorer, however, despite some investigation no written proof has been 
found to support this. 



 
9 The applicants have stated that should the tree remain they will seek compensation from this 

council for additional works in the region of £11,000. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The council could either: 

a) approve the application – there are no costs associated with this as the damage was not 
foreseeable. 

b) refuse the application – compensation for additional work to prevent future damage, 
estimated to be in the region of £11,000, would be borne by this council.  

 
 
  



IMPLICATIONS 
 

SOUTH AND EAST LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL’S PARTNERSHIP 

None 

 

CORPORATE PRIORITIES 

None 

 

STAFFING 

None 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

None 

 

DATA PROTECTION 

None 

 

FINANCIAL 

Compensation under section 202 (e) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for additional 
costs of repair estimated at £11,000. 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

None 

 

STAKEHOLDER / CONSULTATION / TIMESCALES 

Stakeholders were advised. One response was received, from the Parish Council, detailed at 
section 8 above.  

 

REPUTATION 

None 

 

CONTRACTS 

None 



 

CRIME AND DISORDER 

None 

 

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY/ HUMAN RIGHTS/ SAFEGUARDING 

None 

 

HEALTH AND WELL BEING 

None 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

None 

 

ACRONYMS 

None 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 

APPENDIX A Images: Wellingtonia (T1), Land of Station Road, Sibsey 
TPO of 2007. 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Background papers used in the production of this report are listed below: - 

Document title Where the document can be viewed 

Planning Practice Guidance - Tree 
Preservation Orders and trees in 
conservation areas 

Online - www.gov.uk 

Visual Amenity Valuation of Trees and 
Woodlands – The Helliwell System 

Arboricultural Association 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Online - www.legislation.gov.uk 

Town and Country Planning (Tree 
Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012 

Online - www.legislation.gov.uk 

 



CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 

A report on this item has not been previously considered by a Council body. 

 

REPORT APPROVAL  

Report author: Colin Horton, Arboricultural Officer 

Colin.Horton@e-lindsey.gov.uk 

01507 613533 

Signed off by: Jo Parker 

Planning Enforcement Manager 

 

  



Images for Planning Committee Report 

Wellingtonia (T1) 

Land of Station Road, Sibsey TPO of 2007. 

 

Image 1: TPO Plan showing Wellingtonia (T1) 

 

 

Image 2: Wellingtonia (T1) adjacent affected dwelling 

 

T1 
Affected 
dwelling 



Image 3: Wellingtonia (T2)  - adjacent T1 (on the right) and which will remain. 

 

 
 


