
 

 
 

REPORT TO: Planning Committee 

DATE: 06 November 2025 

SUBJECT: 

 

PURPOSE:  

The Wheatsheaf Inn, Westgate, Louth 2025 (105.35) Tree 

Preservation Order 

To seek confirmation of a Tree Preservation Order 

KEY DECISION: N/A 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER: Councillor Tom Ashton 

REPORT OF: 

REPORT AUTHOR: 

Andrew Hudson 

Arboricultural Officer 

WARD(S) AFFECTED: Priory & St. James' Ward 

EXEMPT REPORT? No 

 

SUMMARY 

This report asks members to consider whether a provisional Tree Preservation Order, in Louth, 

should be confirmed (made permanent). 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Wheatsheaf Inn, Westgate, Louth 2025 (105.35) Tree Preservation Order be confirmed (made 

permanent) 

 

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is expedient and in the interests of amenity to protect the tree from removal or harmful work. 

 

 

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 



1. The committee may decide to confirm the Order, in which case the TPO will be made 

permanent, protecting T1. This will be recorded and interested parties notified. 

 

2. The committee may decide the tree, T1 is not suitable for protection, in which case the 

decision not to confirm the TPO would be recorded and interested parties notified. 

 

BACKGROUND 

1 A provisional Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was made on 13th May 2025 under delegated 
powers. 
 

2 The TPO is an Individual Order, protecting one sycamore tree.  Appendix A shows the location 
plan and photos of the subject tree (images 1 - 4). The location plan (image 1) shows the tree 
identified as T1, represented as a black circle within or close to the property known as The 
Wheatsheaf Inn. 

 
3 The tree is a broadleaf species, mature in age, and in good health and structural condition. 
 
4 The tree is publicly visible from The Wheatsheaf Inn car park and beer garden and the Louth 

Lawn Tennis Club 
 
5 The provisional Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was made due to the threat from removal or 

excessive works. 

 
REPORT 

 
6 Historically there has been motivation for the removal of this tree (T1, sycamore) [see images 2 

– 4]. In 2018 a Section 211 Notice was received by the council for the removal of the sycamore 

tree. The ‘Notice’ for this removal was subsequently withdrawn. More recently the council has 

received information that the tree may, again, receive ‘Notice’ for the tree's removal. 

 

7 On the 12th of October 2025 the council’s Arboricultural Officer visited the site to re-assess the 

tree and consider whether to formally recommend confirmation of the provisional Order. In 

doing so we must assess whether it is expedient and in the interests of amenity. 

 

8 Expediency - It was expedient because there was a threat that ‘Notice’ would be given for the 

removal of the tree. Removal or significant works would have caused significant harm to the 

visual amenity of the locality. Significant and/or unsympathetic works may be detrimental to the 

long-term health or structural integrity of the tree. 

 

9 Amenity - To assess amenity, particularly the visual impact on the local environment and its 

enjoyment by the public, the Helliwell System is used by East Lindsey District Council. This scores 

trees out of 10. The threshold is currently set at 3. Trees that score below this threshold are 

lacking the values necessary to determine high amenity value. Trees that score 3 or above are 

considered to have moderate to high amenity value. 

 

10 T1 (sycamore) scored 8 out of 10, indicating it was very suitable for protection, and a provisional 

Tree Preservation Order was made on 17 March 25 (see Appendix ‘B’ for scoring breakdown) 



 
11 No letters of objection to the Order were received. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that the Tree Preservation Order is Confirmed.  



IMPLICATIONS 
 

SOUTH AND EAST LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL’S PARTNERSHIP 

None 

 

CORPORATE PRIORITIES 

None 

 

STAFFING 

None 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

None 

 

DATA PROTECTION 

None 

 

FINANCIAL 

None 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

None 

 

STAKEHOLDER / CONSULTATION / TIMESCALES 

When the TPO was made, the landowner, neighbouring landowners, the ward member and other 

interested stakeholders were advised.  No responses were received. 

 

REPUTATION 

None 

 

CONTRACTS 

None 

 



CRIME AND DISORDER 

None 

 

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY/ HUMAN RIGHTS/ SAFEGUARDING 

None 

 

HEALTH AND WELL BEING 

None 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

None 

 

ACRONYMS 

None 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 

APPENDIX A 

 

APPENDIX B 

Image 1 – Location Plan 

Images 2 - 4 - Photos 

Helliwell Amenity Assessment scoring breakdown 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Background papers used in the production of this report are listed below: - 

Document title Where the document can be viewed 

Planning Practice Guidance - Tree 

Preservation Orders and trees in 

conservation areas 

Online - www.gov.uk 

Visual Amenity Valuation of Trees and 

Woodlands – The Helliwell System 

Arboricultural Association 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Online - www.legislation.gov.uk 

Town and Country Planning (Tree 

Preservation)(England) Regulations 2012 

Online - www.legislation.gov.uk 

 



CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 

A report on this item has not been previously considered by a Council body. 

 

REPORT APPROVAL  

Report author: Andrew Hudson, Arboricultural Officer 

Andrew.hudson@e-lindsey.gov.uk 

01507 613619 

Signed off by: Andrew Hudson 

 

  



APPENDIX A 

Images for Planning Committee Report 

The Wheatsheaf Inn, Westgate, Louth 2025 (105.35) Tree Preservation Order 

 

Image 1 - TPO Plan showing Tree T1 (sycamore) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Image 2 – T1 sycamore (looking north from the Wheatsheaf car park & beer garden) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo – 12.09.25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Image 3 – T1 sycamore (looking north from the Wheatsheaf car park & beer garden) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo – 12.09.25 

 

Image 4 – T1 sycamore (located on the river embankment) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo – 12.09.25 

APPENDIX ‘B’ 

Helliwell Amenity Assessment scoring breakdown 

Helliwell Visual Amenity Assessment 

T1 – Sycamore tree – The Wheatsheaf Inn, Westgate, Louth 2025 (105.35) Tree Preservation Order 

1. Size:  

Tree Height = 20m / Average Crown Diameter = 10m 

Calculated Area = 260m2 

‘very large’ 

Score = 8 

 

2. Duration of Visual Amenity: 

Biological Life Expectancy = 250 - 350 years 

Expected Duration = <100 

Current Age = 126yrs 

Score = 3 

 

3. Importance of Position: 

 ‘public house car park & beer garden / tennis court access’ = Some Importance 

Score = 2 

 

4. Presence of Other Trees: 

More than 10% of Visual Area = ‘some’ 

Score = 2 

 

5. Relation to Setting: 

Fairly Suitable: A definite asset to the landscape 

Score = 2  

 

6. Form: Good  

Score = 2  

Total Score = 8 x 3 x 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 = 384 – ELDC Score = 8 

Total Value Monetary Terms = £20,010.24 

Scoring Threshold 



East Lindsey District’s current scoring threshold is set at “3”. Trees that score below this threshold are lacking the values necessary to 
determine high amenity value. Trees that score 3 or above are considered to have high amenity value. This scoring matrix is a guideline 
for assessing the amenity value of trees. 

 


